
Work Session Meeting Information

MODUS Engineering and OPN Architects shared their assessment of the elementary school. The
group clarified and responded to information that was shared in a written report (on the
website).

The role of the assessment was to provide information on “current conditions” and not to
provide recommendations. It was to validate/dispute our thoughts and what we believe with
data. Additionally, it does not speak toward “educational quality” in the building setting…it
is simply about “the building we have” at the current time, and the cost of the deficiencies.

Some aspects of areas addressed in the building were the following areas:
1. Building History
2. Code Compliance
3. ADA Compliance
4. Exterior Conditions
5. Mechanical Code Compliance and Systems Condition
6. Electrical Code Compliance and Systems Condition

The assessment providers also provided a cost estimate of $9.1 million to make these changes,
but also added that this is only for these updates. It does not include any of the following:

● Extra space - No extra space is gained, and some space will be lost due to the
improvements in safety.

● Painting
● Flooring
● Technology upgrades
● General Updates as a result of the improvements
● Educational quality and effectiveness in the building as a result of spaces and

limitations
● Site appropriateness

Additionally, some specific areas of concern include the following:
● Life Safety, including the following:

○ Location of pickup and dropoff of students by caregivers and those walking to or
leaving school

○ Evacuation of the building in case of emergency
○ Potential of significant results if a fire occurred, specifically in the 1800’s

part of the building and the wood structure it consists of
● Property-Limitations with the current space where the elementary is located and

surrounding school property
● Streets and state highway near the school; It is not common practice for students to

have recess on a street, albeit blocked off, or next to a state highway with no
significant barrier between the school/studnets and the highway.

● Lack of ADA compliance

These are all in direct contrast to current standards for schools.

The following is a brief “Executive Summary” included in the report, followed by the six areas
that were addressed in the report







Some specific areas of concern addressed included, but not limited to, the following:

Code Compliance
● Stairs
● Corridors and Pathways
● Doors and Ramps
● Fire Prevention
● Materials
● Plumbing Fixtures









ADA Compliance

1848 Building
● Entry
● Fire/Safety
● Elevator
● Doors
● Wall-Mounted Devices
● Stairs
● Fire/Safety
● Restrooms
● Drinking Fountains

1949 Gym and 1962 Cafeteria
● Entry Areas
● Flooring
● Serving Area
● Drinking Fountains
● Restrooms
● Plumbing

1960 and 1973 Classroom Wings
● Stairways
● Classroom Doors and Door Movement
● Restrooms
● Hallways
● Cabinets
● Counters
● Plumbing









Exterior Conditions

1848 Building
● Single-Pane Windows
● Non-Tempered Glass
● Gutters
● Mold/Mildew

1949 Gym
● Aluminum Siding
● Gutters
● Mold/Mildew
● Single-Pane Windows
● Roofing (Age)
● Fire Escape
● Handrail - Non-Compliant
● Heating and Cooling Issues

1962 Cafeteria Addition
● Single-Pane Windows
● Wall Insulation
● Heating and Cooling Issues
● Doors and Entry Areas

1960 Classroom Wing
● Water Intrusion into the Brick Walls
● Windows
● Roofing (Age)

1973 Classroom Wing
● Water Intrusion into the Brick Walls
● Windows - Mold/Mildew - Water Damage









Mechanical Code Compliance and Systems Condition

Plumbing
● Outdated Fixtures
● Venting
● Water Coolers - Non-Compliant
● Water Heater Location
● Grease Trap in Cafeteria Area

Heating, Cooling, and Ventilation
● Exhaust Systems
● Ventilation Throughout the Building
● HVAC Controls
● Boiler Age and Efficiency
● Steam Piping Insulation
● Cooling Units

Electrical Code Compliance and Systems Condition

Electrical
● Main Distribution Board - Age and Lack of Replacement Parts
● Panelboards

Lighting
● Emergency Lighting
● Flourescent Lighting

Telecommunications
● Access Control System
● Cabling

Fire Alarm
● Fire Alarm System

Electrical Code Compliance
● GFCI Protection Concerns
● Tamper-Resistant Receptacles
● Boiler Emergency Shut-Off
● Emergency Lighting and Exit Signs
● Fire Alarm - Lack of Voice Activation
● Pull Stations - Height Requirements

As a result of discussions, we may want to consider the following future work in some realm as
we prepare for the future of the district and the building:

1. How do we reach out to the community in regard to this report? A community meeting is
the likely pathway. Does this meeting include a discussion about “schools” in Bellevue
and education as a whole?

a. Partnerships
2. Getting estimates on a new building in comparison to a renovation.
3. Long-Term Plan (Master Planning) for Facilities and having a professional group assist

us with this.

There are other things as well, but both of these (and other things) will cost the district
money to accomplish. It will also lead to a better understanding of the “bigger picture”
possibly and involve the community more as well to a point.

Where are we at in regard to a bond referendum and timing?
● Even Years - 2022: March 1, 2022; September 13, 2022
● Odd Years - 2023: March 7, 2023; September 12, 2023; November 7, 2023


