
  

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year at Bellevue Schools! We are very excited as we head into a new school 
year in the Middle/High School.  We will continue to build on our efforts to provide an engaging, relevant, and world 
class education for all of our students!  

As we head into the new school year, our teachers will continue to implement many of the innovations we have 
begun and explore new ideas as well.  Problem based learning, standards based assessments, real life educational 
opportunities, and implementing writing into every class, every day will be some of the focus areas.  In summation, it 
is our goal to make sure our students are learning all of the content and skills they need, in a hands on, engaging, 
explorative, problem solving and relevant setting.  

This year marks the beginning of Bellevue’s participation in Iowa’s Teacher Leadership and Compensation System.  
In this program veteran teachers are used to help other teachers improve instruction and in turn, increase student 
achievement. As part of this program Mrs. Joannie Kilburg and Mr. Curt Ernst will be Instructional Coaches and will 
not be in the classroom as teachers. (Mrs, Kilburg will still teach her College Composition class). These coaches, 
along with Lead Teachers and Mentor Teachers, will help to continue instructional improvement for our K-12 staff. 
We are very excited about the possibilities that this system will provide for our teachers!  

We have three new staff members this year. Mr. Christopher Dockum will be our new chorus teacher and musical 
director, Mrs. Emily Jorgensen will be our new English Language Arts teacher and Mr. Jesse Bakey will be our new 
K-12 Art teacher. Please welcome these new staff members as part of our Bellevue Comet Community! 

The buildings and grounds are undergoing a thorough summer cleaning. Thanks to Brett Ernst and his crew for all of 
their hard work this summer. Things will in top notch shape for students arrival in August. 

We will have two orientation presentations on August 18th.. At 6:00pm, we will have all incoming 9th graders and their 
parents, as well as all new high school students and their parents meet in the main gym.  At 7:00pm, we will have 
all incoming 6th graders and their parents and any new middle school students and their parents meet in the main 
gym. At these meetings, we will cover some general information for new students, as well as give a tour of the 
building, and allow an opportunity for questions to be answered.  

We look forward to working with you and your students again this year.  Please contact the office if you have any 
questions in regards to the new school year! 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Recker – MS/HS Principal 
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