
While there is a Bellevue Community School District Special Election 

on September 11, 2018, there will be Satellite Voting on Wednesday, 
August 22 for the Bellevue CSD referendum on the vote for a new 
Bellevue Elementary building during the “Unpack the Backpack” event. 

  

All registered voters in the Bellevue CSD will be able to vote in the 

Bellevue Elementary Gym on August 22 in place of going to the polls 

on the 11th of September.  

 

● The voting time on August 22 will be the same time as “Unpack 

the Backpack” from 12:00-8:00 PM. Residents who are not 

registered to vote may also register to vote on this day and 

vote accordingly. This is being done as a convenience for 

people to vote, and is open to all residents in the school 

district. 

 

● Eligible voters are those who live in the Bellevue CSD, and not 
only those who live in the city of Bellevue. 

 

There are two ballot issues to vote on, and in order for the 

referendum to pass in the Bellevue Community School District both 

questions would need to be approved by the voters with a “yes” vote.  

 

Ultimately, the ballot asks for the authority to bond for up to $16 

million. But, the district is hoping this will not be the necessary 

amount and hopes for it to be less when official bids are requested 

after final designs and architectural specifications are completed. 

The first question asks for the authority to issue up to $16,000,000 
(although the Board can issue less than that amount if a lesser 

amount is all that is required to fund the project), while the second 
question allows for the district to levy at a higher rate - up to 
$4.05 - in order to repay this amount which will require a levy in 

excess of $2.70. The project would require both ballot issues to be 

passed by a 60% voter approval, as approving only the first question 

would not allow for the project to move forward in its entirety.  

 

Matt Gillespie from Piper Jaffray (who spoke at the Community 

Engagement Meeting on August 1, 2018) explains this process in more 

detail below:  

 

● All schools in Iowa can ask voters for the approval to issue an 

amount of G.O. Bonds such that the tax levy rate required for 

repayment of those bonds does not exceed $2.70 per $1,000 in 



taxable valuation.  A G.O. Bond of this size (or less) requires 

only 1 ballot question and that question requires 60% approval. 

 

● If a school has a project that requires a G.O. Bond of a larger 

size, that requires a tax levy rate over $2.70 and up to but not 

exceeding $4.05, a second ballot question is needed.  That second 

question also requires 60% approval and is asking patrons for 

permission/authority to tax at the higher-than-$2.70 level. Once 
a school district has a levy rate higher than $2.70 approved (any 

levy rate between $2.71 and the maximum $4.05) they retain that 

levy authority forever, but would still need to ask one ballot 

question in the future to get additional G.O. Bonds in the 

future.  
 
Additionally, Mr. Gillespie explains that once a school district has a 

levy rate higher than $2.70 approved (any levy rate between $2.71 and 

the maximum $4.05) they retain that levy authority forever, unless the 

district consolidates with another district or changes the legal name 

of the district.  Thus, if the school remains the same BCSD and in 15 

years…..or 100 years…..the district wants/needs to issue more G.O. 

Bonds that require some levy rate that is not more than $4.05 they 

will NOT have to ask that ballot question again.  The district will in 

the future only need to ask ONE ballot question for additional G.O. 

Bonds in the future.  

 

*This doesn’t mean the school can just go out and issue more bonds any 

time they want up to the $4.05 levy.  They still will have to get 

VOTER APPROVAL in the future if there needs to be another G.O. Bond; 

but that approval will only be needed for the dollar amount of the 

borrowing and not the higher levy rate authority. 

 

 

 

  

 

 


