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Part of Bellevue Elementary School was built in 1848 as the Jackson County Courthouse. 
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BELLEVUE, Iowa — Those at a Bellevue Community School District meeting overwhelmingly preferred 
design proposals for a new elementary school to possible renovations to the current building. 

Nearly 100 people attended the meeting this week, taking the opportunity to view conceptual layouts for 
potential renovations to the existing school. They also viewed preliminary designs for what a new school 

would look like. 

Many details still are undetermined. But several attendees said the age and size of the existing building make 
renovation problematic. 

“There’s just too many issues here to salvage this facility,” said Tom Roth, a Bellevue resident whose wife 
teaches at the school. 

A portion of the current elementary school is about 170 years old and was originally built as the Jackson 
County Courthouse. 

Legat Architects shared concepts for what a renovation could look like. They proposed filing in the courtyard 
with learning spaces and adding a music room, library and larger cafeteria. 

Visitors also viewed concepts for a new elementary school, which would feature large spaces for physical 
education, food service and art and music. 

“What we’re showing you are really loose concepts,” said Robin Randall, Legat vice president and director of 
the education practice. “We’re not going to build this tomorrow, but what we do want you to do is respond to 

... what you think would be the best solution for your community.” 

Randall said a renovation would add 25,000 square feet to the school, bringing it to about 75,000 square feet. 
Renovations would cost $8 million to $9 million, and the addition would cost another $5 million to $6 million, 

she said. 



A new building would be a little smaller than 70,000 square feet, Randall said. It would cost $15 million to $16 
million to construct, plus the cost of purchasing and developing a site. 

Randall later asked attendees to raise their hands to indicate which options they preferred. No one raised a 
hand in support of the renovation proposals. 

The most popular new school proposal would have a central corridor grouping larger spaces together with 
classrooms forming a circle around the main corridor. 

Nick Roeder, who has three children at Bellevue Elementary School, said regardless of the route the district 
takes, there are needs at the current building that should be addressed. 

“I would want to look a little more into the details of each option,” he said. 

Gary Penniston lives in the St. Donatus, Iowa, area, and his children attend Bellevue High School. He said he 
liked the different concepts presented at the meeting. 

“I would love to be able to keep a neighborhood school, but there’s just not enough land here,” he said. “Good 
or bad, I think we’ve got to look for a new building on a different piece of property.” 
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