
Criminal and Civil Justice Mr. Ripperger
Description
This course traces the development of the American justice system. The interaction between changes in
society and changes in the criminal and civil justice system will be traced, with emphasis on Iowa’s court
system. The course will also cover the juvenile justice system and participation in mock trials.

We will be welcoming in several guest speakers and possibly take field trips during the course of the class,
giving the students the opportunity to meet with experts in the fields of criminal and civil justice.

Standards SS-Gov.9-12.13 Evaluate the powers and responsibilities of local,
state, tribal, national, and international civic and political
institutions, how they interact and the role of government in
maintaining order

SS-Gov.9-12.16 Evaluate how the US Constitution establishes the
Rule of Law, governmental powers and responsibilities, as well
as limits to a government.

SS-Gov.9-12.24 Analyze how people use and challenge public
policies through formal and informal means with attention to
important judicial processes and landmark court cases.

Units Unit 1: Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Unit 2: Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice
Unit 4: Consumer and Housing Law
Unit 5: Family Law
Unit 6 Rights in the Community (Constitutional Law)

Behavior Your responsibility is toward yourself and your peers. Yourself, by
conducting your behavior in a manner that allows you to learn at your
optimal level. Your peers by not disrupting their learning environment so they can
learn to the best of their ability.

Mr. Ripperger’s classroom rules are posted in the front of the classroom.

Grading Scale
Grading Weights:

Process 30%
Content 70%

Grading Scale
A+ 100
A 99-92
A- 91-90
B+ 89-88
B 87-82
B- 81-80

C+ 79-78
C 77-72
C- 71-70
D+ 69-68
D 67-62
D- 61-60
F 59-50

Homework
While late work is not encouraged, there is no penalty for late work. That does not mean you do
not have to do it. Homework is designed to provide you with understanding the essential concepts
of the unit and prepare for chapter quizzes. You can have multiple attempts to improve your grade
by re-submitting homework, but once the quarter is complete, you will no longer have that
opportunity. This also covers homework missed during absences. Late work will not be accepted
once the grades have been turned in at each quarter. Please be respectful of my time and not turn
in multiple assignments at one time.



Absences
When students are absent, they are accountable for catching up on material missed during that
absence. All class meetings will be recorded as part of Google Meet and students can join if they
are able to from home. Once class is concluded, the video of class will be shared with you to your
“Shared With Me” folder on Google Drive. You will be responsible for watching that video to stay
current with class.

Quiz re-takes
You can re-take any quiz that you received a 59% or lower score on. The philosophy is that we are
looking for you to prove that you have mastered the content and we want to be able to see that.
Maybe you had a bad day, maybe you just went blank, or maybe you didn’t have time to study. I am
willing to give you another opportunity to prove that you know the material. All quizzes will be
different from the original, so there will be different questions than on the first quiz covering the
same topics we discussed in class. You will only be given one opportunity to re-take that quiz, so
make sure you are studying for the re-take.

Cheating
Cheating from another student, book, and/or notes is a major offense. If caught cheating, the
student will lose credit for the work. If a student is caught cheating with another student, BOTH
students will lose credit. Parents will be contacted by their student and informed of the offense.

Plagiarism is when a student does not give credit to an author or producer of a piece of work (i.e.
music, books, magazines, websites, etc.). If a student is caught plagiarizing, the student will lose
credit for their work. In the real world, college students have been expelled, lawsuits have been
filed against performers.

Technology
Phones/iPods/Computers: Phones should be put away during instructional time. There will be times where
phones will be allowed to be used in an appropriate manner. Students will be given an initial verbal
warning. If another warning is issued, the student will asked to hand over their phone until the end of the
class period. If you are a habitual offender, your phone will be sent to the office and a parent will need to
come in and retrieve it per the student handbook.

Computers: Computers are tools that serve an instructional purpose. They are not to be used for
videos or gaming. If students are abusing their computer privileges, they may be barred from using
during that class period. Please make sure that your computer is adequately charged.

Classroom Expectations
1. Open up your computer and access the day’s Current Events. Try to figure out what

the headline is and make sure that you are maintaining notes. A quiz will be given
every two weeks.

2. You may pick your own seats, but these will be your assigned seat. This allows me to
get to know your names quicker, I will be able to take attendance quicker, and makes
it easier for any substitutes who may have to cover class.

3. Occasionally we will have writing assignments, so please make sure that you have a
writing utensil and paper available at all times.

4. You can chew gum, but please no bubble blowing. You will be told to spit it out. If
gum is discovered in places it shouldn’t, then there may be a moratorium instituted.

5. Please respect my materials and the school property in the classroom. Also please
refrain from touching the

6. Don’t believe everything I say. Look for proof that what I am saying is true. Look it
up!



7. Don’t be afraid to fail. Learn from those mistakes and errors. Become a better
student and person from your setbacks.


