
My name is Cris Kellogg and I am the Bellevue Elementary 
Instructional Coach. This is my first year at this position. I had 
previously been a second grade teacher and like Lisa and Emily, I 
tried to integrate engaging, hands-on projects and lessons into my 
classroom. 
  
Last January, I read the book Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea 
Beaty to my second graders and then decided to start an Engineering 
Unit. I had my husband, who is an engineer for John Deere come in 
and talk about the engineering process. The students were asked to 
think of a problem they had at school or at home that they wanted to 
fix. The students had ideas like how to store legos, how to organize 
purses and earrings, how to make an escape proof home for a bunny, 
and how to make an amusement park for a hermit crab. Then the 
students went through the engineering process step by step. Students 
drew their solution and listed materials they would need. I provided as 
many materials as I could but parents also provided a lot of it when 
they saw how excited the students were. 
  
Then it was time to start creating. My class took over a computer lab 
that was rarely used and created our own makerspace. We had 
hammers, saws, glue guns, cardboard, wood, and paint. We even had 
a student’s dad, a local contractor, volunteer to come in and help the 
kids as well as Mr. Ernst, the other instructional coach, helping 
throughout the process. It was fun, messy, and the students loved 
every minute of it. 
 
 
 
  



After the projects were completed, the students reflected on their 
projects. They talked about what went well, things that flopped and if 
there were things they could do to improve their design. To top it off 
we had an exhibition night to share with parents and the community. 
  
After completing this unit it changed my whole mindset. I had always 
done hands on projects but now I was thinking differently and so were 
the students. I had a few students whose top priorities did not include 
school. One particular student who struggled academically was a 
different child when he went into the makerspace. I witnessed this 
child sharing his talents with his classmates, and I listened to him 
patiently explain in detail how to make something work better. 
  
At the end of last year one of our Instructional coaches retired. 
Superintendent Meyer’s idea was to change that role,  he envisioned a 
coach to help teachers integrate these hands on lessons and projects 
into their classroom. Upon accepting this new position, my vision was 
to go further and create a makerspace. I started reading books and 
researching what to do. After much trial and error I now have a regular 
schedule to achieve these goals. I meet with each K-5 class every four 
days. Students are all working through the engineering process and 
using the materials in the makerspace to build their ideas. I also meet 
with small groups of higher achieving students during our RTI time, 
and do enrichment activities with them like coding. 
  
Now, instead of just being an instructional coach I am more of the 
STEM/Engagement coach. Each day I learn something new, as do our 
students. My role has evolved in this short time and I am excited and 
anxious to see how this position grows moving forward. THANK YOU 


