
The  overall  survey  results  and  responses  in  the  following  pages  are  useful  in 
recognizing  the  perceptions  of  those  who  took  the  survey,  which  was  183  total 
(88  completed  on  paper,  with  the  other  95  completed  electronically).  

 

What  does  it  say?   I  will  let  you  be  the  judge  of  this,  and  we  will  discuss  it 
at  our  meeting  on  Monday,  September  11  at  the  Bellevue  Elementary  Cafeteria 
area.   But,  a  few  notes  from  the  graphs  indicate  the  following: 
 

● 72%  of  respondents  believe  the  building  does  not  currently  meet  the  needs 
of  the  students,  or  will  not  in  the  future.   Nearly  23%  believe  the 
building  meets  the  student  learning  needs. 

 

● Increased  technology,  collaborative  learning  areas,  outdoor  learning 
areas,  and  upgrades  to  the  music  and  art  facilities  appear  as  priorities. 

 

● 65%  of  those  completing  the  survey  were  “likely”  or  “highly  likely”  to 
support  an  investment  in  the  school  facilities.   20%  were  “unlikely”  or 
“highly  unlikely”  to  support  an  investment  in  school  facilities. 

 

In  addition,  there  were  also  some  very  interesting  comments  and  perspectives 
shared  which  we  must  be  aware  of,  both  supportive  comments  and  those  that  were 
not  in  support.   I  will  address  some  of  their  “inaccurate  information”  comments 
in  the  group  discussion.   I  will  also  have  copies  of  this  document  available. 
 

Please  review  this  information  prior  to  our  meeting  so  we  can  have  a  very 
productive  discussion  within  the  committee. 
 
 
  



 
● The building is fine - elevator for accessibility. Office remodel. Even new buildings 

need updating over time. Case in point - Computer room at high school. Staff/teachers, 
not a building, are what teaches kids. 

● Could easily have put 1 instead of a 2 
● Not necessarily to be used as classrooms, but still part of educational system. 
● School needs updated and a new building to bring it up to better standards. 
● The building will serve the needs of students for now and into the future if money is 

continually invested in this building. I do think a location for the elementary and 
the high school at one location, rather than two, makes more sense for the future of 
the community, 

● I think areas of the roof may need to be addressed, but in terms of the 
classrooms/ect, nothing needs to completely remodeled. It looks fine, and may require 
extra work from the teachers/maintenance, but it can be revamped that way, CREATIVELY, 
that doesn't cost money 

● The building is a Historic landmark and it gives our students an opportunity to be a 
part of that history. 

● The school needs more updated textbooks or a way to get the textbooks online. As high 
schooler, anything that can be done to get kids more aged to college life will help 
them and we already have the computers. 

● As a new staff member within the last few years, my first impression of the elementary 
building was that it looked like an inner-city school and I was left wondering where 
any grassy area was for the students to have recess. I was amazed that kids are 
playing football and soccer on a cement "playground". When I got into my room in the 
elementary building I was overtaken by the smell. I was later informed that was what 
happens when it is hot and humid with the bat droppings in the attic area. I don't 
know how it is safe to be breathing that in. It is almost impossible to regulate the 
temperatures of the building in the winter months with the radiator. Many times I find 
myself having to open a window in order to find a moderate temperature in the winter 
months. 

● The building has served the community well, but it certainly is in need of some 
updating. Music room leaves a lot to be desired. The old portion of the school 



definitely shows it age with radiators in classrooms. It would be nice if kids had a 
grassy area to play. 

● Particularly in the old part of the Elementary building, classrooms are divided 
partially allowing noise and interruptions from neighboring classrooms/work spaces. 

● I just visited with someone new to the community. The playground equipment resembled 
inner city schools. Very prison-like feeling. Need grass. Parts of the building need 
renovating. Tear down the gym, stage and cafeteria and replace with new. When doing 
that add on classroom space to get the 5th grade out of the old building. 

● The elementary school needs an upgrade 
● The elementary is in dire need of renovations or a complete new building should be 

constructed. We've had three kids attend and it is extremely confusing to find your 
way around to classrooms and the facilities are hard for the teachers to work in. 

● There is a lot in this building that is good for the education of our children. We do 
need to update and renovate some things. The building is in a central location of the 
town which makes it easy access from everywhere.. 

● To me, having the oldest elementary in the state of Iowa does nothing for our 
students. It is time to make improvements in drastic ways. A simple remodel will not 
do. 

● The top floor is a fire trap. 
● The traffic flow through the school is very convoluted. I can't even imagine what it 

takes for a child utilizing crutches or a wheelchair to get through the school, 
especially if they are in the rooms at the top of the original stairs. 

● Parts of the elementary facility are fine, but the 1848 building cannot be 
cost-effectively renovated for modern school needs. 

● The bat smell if awful when the school is warm. I do not feel it is healthy for the 
staff and the students to smell. There is holes in the building outside where the bats 
come in. Need also an updated playground, music room, lunch room, and 5th grade. 

● The building and grounds have more of a prison feel than and education one 
● The 1848 building needs to be demolished and replaced. The other buildings on that 

campus need renovation. I think it would be great to keep the old gym but I don't see 
a need for major renovations to the stage area. 

● The question doesn't fully describe the issue. The original courthouse building and 
the gym and cafeteria sections do not adequately meet the educational needs. The newer 
additions come much closer to meeting those needs but the needs have changed over 
time. Historically we shouldn't lose the original courthouse and it needs to be part 
of your plan moving forward. Just abandoning the building would be a disservice to the 
community. 

● While the building is historical and should remain standing, I feel that the current 
design could be a major flaw if a catastrophic event ever happened. The children are 
spread throughout the school so far, that the time elapsed time to get a head count 
would be way too long. I pray that this never happens, but you have to think of the 
childrens safety 1st with current building. 

● It is a fine park, but it may need a few improvements. 
● I recently toured the facility and I don't feel that the historic portion of the 

building meets today's standards for providing a quality education to the children of 
the district. 

● Need to renovate. 
 
 
  



 
 

● 1 - Already have at grade school - not used. 2 - Done regularly - hopefully 
● It is cosmetic issues the outside of gym/cafeteria could use a facelift to match the 

brick of the rest of the building. 
● Technology is always changing even if you have new building. Didn't they just redo the 

art/music building? 
● I also feel students should be expected to turn in assignments on time - prepare them 

for the real college years. 
● Outdoor activities makes much sense for students who are now inundated with 

electronics and screens and computers and ..... 
● Undue attention seems to have been invested in sports within recent times in the 

community. Fine arts along with abstract and analytical thinking generally seem 
wanting. Computers are tools and sports have social value, but core knowledge and 
creative thinking translates through all aspects of life, building and incorporating 
tools and processes to reach goals with purpose beyond just the immediate community. 
Particularly in a river valley culture, which has its own distinctive and isolating 
characteristics, it seems necessary to stretch students' perspective by exposure to 
other cultures within the state and area. Many life-long residents of Bellevue, 
including their children, seem not to know, or care, of the town's unique history and 
place in Iowa and the Midwest. People from other areas who are moving into Bellevue 
appear to be driving interest in preserving and restoring history on the verge of 
being forever lost. It would seem money well spent to create areas to let students 
hear speakers, see exhibits, and travel to places where, with instructive preparation, 
they can be exposed to other places of history, the arts, and nature. In the process, 



social instruction for respecting others' rights to an equally rewarding experience 
could be added to the agenda. 

● I suppose a new paint job would be nice, but I don't know how that would really create 
a better learning environment?? 

● This is an area for learning, not right yet to impress someone 
● It was a challenge to pick just 2 of these choices. I would also love the 

establishment of outdoor learning areas, and increased flexible seating along with 
improved color and decor. Our yellowing ceilings and wooden wall paneling leave much 
to be desired in the "original" part of the building. The students love having 
flexible seating options that fit their learning styles best, it is great to see kids 
collaborating around floor tables or utilizing the whiteboard tables to solve problems 
or collaborate. 

● In the Elementary, music class is offered on the stage. This is hardly a music room. 
● Not having grass is not good. 
● With the increasing need for technology with jobs and classes we need to make sure our 

facilities are able to handle the network and make sure that it isn't constantly 
interrupted when the kids are testing using computers or watching videos, etc. 

● Our district has worked hard at updating and continuing to improve the technology use. 
STEM is emphasized more and more, but there are students who will grow and blossom 
within the arts and I wouldn't want to see them forgotten. 

● I feel the rooms set aside for music make the students and teachers feel like an 
afterthought in the school. 

● Focus on team learning and technology 
● Offer more technical skills courses - not everyone needs to go to college. 
● Old computers need to go and where Kim Jochum's classroom is the ceiling is falling 

in. 

● Technology and collaboration are the future - but green space is needed as well 
● Outdoor learning areas would include safe play areas. Even though the High School site 

is still along the highway it is set back far enough and has sufficient land to 
provide safe play areas. Technology is always important. 

● I would love to see more sports programs like the NASP in our school district. I would 
like to see the district realize the importance of these programs and our future 
generations. It would be nice to custom tailor a sports facility for this program to 
allow it and other programs like it grow. 

● Outdoor areas need much improvement, add more natural elements; get rid of the huge 
asphalt patches. Having music classes on the stage is not adequate either. Overall, 
all of these learning ideas need to be improved upon. 

● Improved dining facilities for MS and HS 
 
 
 
 
  



 
●  

● 1 - Maintain old school, but 5 for a new school. Take pride in the historic building. 
● The high school looks like a mess of pieced together additions. Take those dollars and 

update the grade school. It would be amazing! 
● Would rather pay tax increases for renovations at elementary where it is than a new 

facility. 

● Unlikely to support for new construction 
● Highly likely to support for renovating, but unlikely to support for a new building. 
● Probably build a new elementary at high school. 
● New school out at high school for grades? Yes 
● Investment in education for our young people is one of the best ways our tax dollars 

can be used to provide for a better future. 
● I don't live in the school district and I do not earn an income that would allow me to 

donate towards this cause. 
● Any decision(s) regarding the building should be put to vote in a public election. It 

seems property taxes have been increasing because of school and city needs, but a 
clear path of how the increases are used often is not clear. 

● The school needs to use tax money more efficiently!!! 
● I am very confused on this... each year I look at my property taxes, and 51% goes to 

the school district. 51%!!! If that is not enough, I think that is sad and a poor use 
of the tax payers money. I know the high school made MANY changes in the recent years, 
why did you not use some of that money to do the necessities to the grade school? I 
think that was foolishly spent tax payers money. You also sneak in a special option 
sales tax, which provides even more money each year. I'm not sure why you ever have a 



money issue, as you already get a lot. Maybe a fundraiser for a new roof would be a 
better option than increasing taxes?? 

● The school district sneaks in a special option sales tax every year.... there is MORE 
than enough money already 

● Need more information. 
● If the need is there and costs for new construction are controlled. Build what we need 

but don't go overboard. 
● If the choice is made to build a new elementary school, I will work to make it so. I 

would like to make sure that we will find the best location and design will be chosen. 
Also if that school is at the high school campus I would want the three schools to be 
connected in a convenient manner for lunchroom, music, and gym(PE classes) use. 

● I feel that investing in our schools and our children is extremely important. 
● Unlikely based on current taxes. 
● With the changes at the Catholic School it becomes even more important for the public 

school to make the changes necessary to allow the school to meet the needs of the 
current students and for students well into the future. There are too many 
restrictions on the current site. If you review some of the current standards to 
figure the recommended site needs you would find that a new school would recommend 
about twice the amount of space you currently have available. There is no good way to 
meet that need at the current location. 

● I believe in the blue and will donate as much as I can to carry on our wonderful 
education offered in Bellevue. 

● Property taxes are already taking a toll on people in the community much less to be 
taxed more! 

● I believe the 1% facilities tax remains in place. This is better used toward the 
purchase of a New facility rather than continuous repair and upgrade of old facility. 

 

 
 
  



 

 
● Good location for elementary - walking distance for kids. 
● Full size energy efficient windows would really lighten those rooms. 
● Increase taxes 
● We would also loose a gym. 
● You could put new original size windows in the old part of the elementary (They now 

have energy efficient). Bryant Elementary in Dubuque did that - made a huge difference 
there. 

● Prefer current location - lots of little ones can walk - none will at high school 
location. Current building seems up to date - new entrance, elevator, roof, etc. 
Basically a sound structure. 

● Is the building safe? Would it be more cost effective to raze it and put up a new 
building? 

● Costs, location 
● Preserve the front part of the elementary, the historic part, just to the inside of 

top steps - Exhibit old school memorabilia. Convert gym for community use and rental. 
City hall ownership. 

● Build a new elementary at the high school. Restore front of historic elementary as 
museum of school history. Use existing elementary as apartments. 

● Remodeling elementary; You will still have an old building Location for new elementary 
is a concern. I like elementary in town. 

● We do believe that a new school is needed. You cannot expect a school that is over 100 
years old to be modern day functional and energy efficient. Present building is kept 
up good by staff at Bellevue Community School, but there comes a time that it is 
senseless to keep putting money in an old building. Our only concern is the necessity 
to use, and more likely to raise, tax dollars for this project. With the high taxes 
that people already pay in Bellevue, are we taxing the fixed income and young adults, 
out of the market for housing and therefore they might move elsewhere where taxes are 
not so high, thereby losing these dollars. 

● Would be willing to see renovation. 
● Anew elementary should be built at the high school area 
● It is inefficeient (not the best use of tax dollars) to continually upgrade and update 

a building that was built before 1900. 
● Renovation is a waste, a new school is needed to further the education of the Bellevue 

students for today and into the future. 
● Where would the students and teachers go during this process? 
● Taxes going up 
● I am on a fixed income. I can't afford any more taxes 
● Please save this historic & iconic building, including as much of its original 

character as possible. Bellevue is a very unique and special place in Iowa but is 
acute danger of losing its special history and culture. There are other schools in 
historic buildings within the area that have been restored and remain operating 
schools, Guttenberg being one example. Southwest Wisconsin and northern Illinois also 
have prime examples. 

● Increase in taxes again. They are already too high 
● Increasing taxes, which are already high, with over 50% of property ALREADY going to 

the school district 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/analyze/browse/cubVLtgRXJneVYtx0kKdU8ifGBTAKBt_2FgI9pKSA7xZ8_3D?respondent_id=6380613464


● It is so expensive to live in Bellevue currently and I just don't think it is feasible 
to pay for a huge project or new facility. My parents are elderly and can't possibly 
pay any more than their current taxes. 

● I am an older citizen on a fixed income and with the rising cost of Medicare, I can 
not afford to have my taxes go up anymore than what they already have in Bellevue. The 
taxes are already outrageous and I know I speak for other elders, we can not afford 
anymore rising cost especially when the school is very nice the way it is already. 

● Increase in taxes 
● It's not needed 
● Too wasteful. 
● Completely not fair for taxpayers to have to pay for this when our children don't even 

go there 
● Lots of tax payer money in a school district that already gets to much tax payer 

money. 

● Cost to taxpayers. 
● Remodel would be good enough. 
● We do not need more schools in Bellevue. 
● Too much of an upkeep in the long run. There is also a concern with the smells from 

the bats. This is unhealthy for staff and students. 
● Health impact of environment/building. 
● A remodel/renovation seems impractical. The current building is far too old to be a 

50+ year solution. If the community is going to be backing this project, I believe it 
would be more practical to invest in a new facility that would be tailored to the 
needs of the students with 21st century learning ideas in mind rather than trying to 
improve the 19th century building. 

● Seems like there would be benefits to having all students in one location. Is there 
really room at the high school location to accommodate that? 

● The layout of the old building is not visitor friendly and is too chopped up. Need a 
building that is easy to find your way around. 

● This remodel/new construction is needed. My only concern is that it won't happen. 
● You could build a new elementary attaching it to the high school. That way food and 

the music room would be right there. But I think most people would NOT support that. 
The businesses need the school downtown. 

● short sighted to stay in present location. 
● I know from being on other building committees that renovations sometimes open up a 

"can of worms" you could say. Rewiring, new tuckpointing for brick, insulation, etc. 
can all come into play when redoing an old school. Also the ability to expand in the 
current location may be difficult. It would be great to see the elementary moved out 
by the high school so there could be a possibility of sharing some facilities like the 
track and ball diamond. 

● Of course money needed to finish the project. Also a good conclusion to what will 
happen to the "old school" if an new one is constructed. 

● I think the elementary should be remodeled at its current location and in a way where 
the tax dollars are spent wisely and will prepare our students for their future. 

● Increased taxes 
● Remodel 

● Be careful not to raise taxes so much that it slows progress in the community. 
● Taxes and Cost 
● Higher taxes 
● I worry that remodeling the current building would be very difficult. I feel that 

remodeling it would not resolve the traffic flow issues with the hallways. 
● If the existing elementary school is renovated, the historic 1848 building would 

likely need to be demolished. I think this would be a non-starter for some in the 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/analyze/browse/cubVLtgRXJneVYtx0kKdU8ifGBTAKBt_2FgI9pKSA7xZ8_3D?respondent_id=6358800055


community. For this reason, I think the elementary school should be moved out to the 
high school/middle school campus. I would miss the neighborhood elementary school, but 
I think renovating the current location is full of potential road blocks and public 
relations issues. 

● My biggest concern would be the disruption, if any to the learning environment to the 
children at the school. 

● No investment, don't live in Bellevue 
● Air conditioning in the gym! 
● Safety of students during remodel/renovation. 
● The age of the old building. 
● When it will take place, and how it may affect my child to learn. 
● None - Build one by the MS/HS. 
● Moving elementary from current location to rest of campus will make it not as 

centrally located and hard for young kids to walk/bike to school. 
● Transition time while building or remodeling. 
● Remodeling of an old building just means you still have an old building that will need 

continual investment. 
● Cost 

● Cost 

● Need new elementary 
● Keeping the overall costs down for the taxpayers but getting the most for the students 

and faculty. 
● I would like to see new elementary. 
● Would support either direction - needs improvement either way. 
● Will the whole building be renovated or will we constantly be updating different 

sections. 

● I have no concerns but it might be a hard sale to the elderly members of our community 
and the families that send kids to the private school. 

● Safety of students during renovations. 
● Parking 

● Finances and risk of limiting funds to high school. 
● How expensive is a new building would be but also why put money into such an old 

building. 

● Money 

● Tax increase 
● Build a new building and put out where the hs/ms is and have everything on one campus 
● the current building is way too old to be updated any more, a new elementary is 

needed. otherwise the upkeep on the current building will never end. 
● Keeping the building's history preserved at a reasonable cost to tax payers. 
● An old building is constantly needing updated and something is always needing fixed. A 

new building will be less upkeep and financially a smarter idea. 
● Time. Remodel/renovation could throw students for a loop as building a new school 

would allow them to have uninterrupted learning until the new building is finished. 
● I would support either one but I don't know if it would be to expensive to renovate 

and would just be better off building new. 
● Remodel shouldn't be an option. No more band aids! 
● cost for a small town and taxes 
● No matter what you try to do to it, it's still a terrible old facility. 
● I think most of the buildings on the elementary campus can be made very usable. I am 

not sure it is fiscally responsible to abandon the current campus and move everything 
to the west campus. 

● It is still an old building, renovating is really just putting a band aid on the 
problem, it will still need to be replaced sooner rather than later. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/analyze/browse/cubVLtgRXJneVYtx0kKdU8ifGBTAKBt_2FgI9pKSA7xZ8_3D?respondent_id=6343034053
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● Dealing with a historic building that was never intended to be used for what it is and 
developing a site around it that is too confined and not representative of what it 
originally was is unfortunate. Maybe we could get the City to take the land and 
property over and return it back to it's original purpose of being a City center. 

● The continuation of remodeling and the cost and still have an old structure. 
● Renovation should include both elementary buildings. New elementary will take care of 

everything. 

● I believe having a new building would be more economical in the long run. Yes, we can 
remodel the current buildings, but how long will that last? 

● The oldest building has some historical significance, so it probably shouldn't be torn 
down unless necessary, but to actually meet all needs with the current situation, a 
new building should be built. This way we are not just patching the problem. 

● Taxes would raise! 
● Still have a 100 plus year old building. Don't renovate. You should build new. Tax 

increase is the main concern. Community activities and youth sports need the gym at 
the elementary. Could use another gumn. 

● On an older facility there is the constant need to fix and band aid. To me a new 
facility is money better spent ! 

● Renovation would only be a band aid and we would eventually need a new school 
● I think it would be nicer and better for future students. 
● Doing an adequate job so that further renovation is not needed in the near future 
● Continued remodeling of the old facility is not a wise use of tax Dollars. This 

facility has served its usefulness. 
● A remodel/renovation would simply need to be addressed again in 10 years, questioning 

the point; my concern for building new is that sometimes we spend lots of time 
planning and never reach implementation 

● Safety of students 
● Building a new school is ridiculous. How will the current building be used? Will it 

rot away like the rest of historic buildings in other towns? Renovation is one thing. 
It could make a major difference and not cost nearly as much. We do not have the 
private donors like Marquette nor should we have to keep up with the other school. 
Take pride in the buildings we do have. There are alot of schools that function on 
alot less. I personally won't vote for a tax referendum when people just WANT new. 
Where does this bring us to as a community? Go visit Bryant Elementary in Dubuque (the 
best there is) hmmmm they didn't build a new school did they. They remodeled and gave 
it a face lift. There is more than just throwing money in this town. 

● Sufficient room for art and music. 
● None 

  



 
 

● Already have made major improvements. 
● Only area never updated is cafeteria. It is functional but the outside would look 

nicer with a different exterior and bigger windows in the dining area. 
● Parking has also recently been added at elementary. Add that to the high school. 
● Already lasted nearly 200 years! Those little kids should stay in their own building. 

My kids loved going there. 
● Could any changes be made without impacting the school year? 
● Some classroom may be used for future "Big" class projects. Possible to use old 

elementary for rental rooms? Apartments? 
● Rent gym to the community. 
● How many classrooms are actually used in the old part of the school? 
● It would be nice to see all of the school facilities in one spot, the high is a 

beautiful campus, it would be nice to see the addition of the grade school there. 
● I would like to see the high school, middle school, and the elementary school all 

located in the area the now has the high school and middle school. 
● I just don't have enough money 
● Above it says 2003 new playground equipment was put in. I assume that is still in good 

working order? The way that was built, and I remember the cost on that, it should last 
well beyond the next few years and certainly would not need to be replaced 

● If this needs to be done... then go out and raise the money... make the students earn 
their education... don't raise taxes 

● Don't waste money 
● Everything is fine. Quit wasting our tax dollars! 
● I was astonished that teachers do not have phones in their individual classrooms! 

Staff is contacting parents regularly and must do this from either the office or the 
teacher workroom, neither allow for a guaranteed quiet space or confidentiality to 
discuss student issues. Also, if there were ever a "dangerous person" in the building 
there is virtually no way to notify the office, other than using your cellphone. There 
is no way for the office to notify teachers, other than the speaker- which does not 
reach the entire building. The staff and students would be incredibly vulnerable if 
there were to be a "dangerous person" in the building. I have been informed that 
getting a whole building phone system is never going to happen, which is dangerous and 
ironic for a school that leads the way, technologically speaking. 

● The current building is nostalgic and sad to lose but may not be the best choice for 
offering students everything they need for future changes in education. 

● While I agree improvements need to be made to the school, our taxes are already too 
high for a town this size. Why not instead of buying $40,000 in limestone for a ball 
field, allocate the money for school improvements? 

● Bellevue is a remarkable, vibrant small community. Let's make this happen. 
● We like the history of the building - it adds to the character of Bellevue and gives 

us personality. The kids (other than ours) seem to like it and think of it as "homey" 
learning experience. 

● Would be nice to have designated drop off lane if changes are made at existing 
location. Current building is historical but would rather spend money on future needs 
than on keeping a building simply because it is historical. 

● Music and art facilities need an upgrade. 
● Need a new elementary. Need to build it by the high school. 
● Good school system. 



● Less money should be spent on the ridiculous televisions throughout the common areas 
of the high school or they should be sold to fundraise for something educational. 

● I feel the Bellevue Elementary Buliding is a huge part of our town's history. It's a 
landmark and icon for the City of Bellevue. 

● Bellevue Public definitely needs a new elementary to be current and keep students safe 
w 

● Keep up the good work! Our students deserve the best so let's not settle! 
● if you're new to town and trying to make a choice where you're going to send your 

elementary aged children are going to attend school, does the fenced in, all 
concrete/asphalt/no green space area surrounding a terrible old building seem 
appealing to you? 

● I think the current location of the elementary school better serves the needs of that 
age children. I see children walking to campus every day. I believe less students will 
have that option at the west campus. 

● The school staff does an amazing job with the facilities they currently have. 
● Safety and education of students should be main concern. We should look to do what is 

best for students. 
● I think the school district should have a bus stop on each end of town for our city 

kids to be able to ride to school. We have kids walking almost a mile to school during 
all types of weather. 

● A new elementary possibly near the high school campus could be the best option, but a 
real overhaul at the current downtown campus including new outdoor areas, restored 
original building, and much needed cafeteria-gymnasium-aesthetic improvement could be 
a proud focal point of the community that would retain the schools historical value, 
while improving the learning of our future students. 

● Bellevue Public deserves better! 
● The construction of a new facility provides opportunity for new building materials, 

more efficient lighting and climate control etc... Solar technologies, LED lighting, 
etc.... Think forward. 

● I think like most of the community that the addition on the high school was a waste. 
We should of built an auditorium because there is no seating to hold games. That's not 
even mentioning the terrible flooring that is causing tripping, etc. So instead we use 
the old gym for nearly everything. Our high school kids are crushed still into space 
to eat lunches. There is no easier flow to the situation. Then the problem with the 
baseball/softball fields was ridiculous as well. We could of improved it not taken a 
public park over where in town kids played pick up games of baseball. If the braves 
wanted to add seating then let them do it. Fine. However now there is no place for 
these kids to DO ANYTHING. So we have crushed kids in a millions of dollar addition, 
the elementary which needs some renovation but nope let's just build a new one because 
Marquette is (competition is alive and well). We should just tear the entire 
elementary down and forget it existed. So no park for our kids to play pick up games, 
a horrible pool in disrepair ( which is the city problem), more playground equipment 
in Cole Park at 250k (which is a waste which again is the city problem), then our own 
fields at the high school are used for little kids games and left to rot. No need to 
impress people with the millions put into the school. Here come to a public park to 
play games. People want the housing boom to continue in the town of Bellevue. However 
no one wants to truly address that we have very limited restaurants, nothing to do at 
all, our schools would rather tear down or have public parks as our fields, and yet 
want the taxpayers to pick up the cost. Go to Chicago or Des Moines tour their schools 
that have triple the attendance. 

● We need to do something. 
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/analyze/browse/cubVLtgRXJneVYtx0kKdU8ifGBTAKBt_2FgI9pKSA7xZ8_3D?respondent_id=6327953679

